FLORI DA STATE UN VERSI TY
DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REG ONAL PLANNI NG

Sem nar in Planning Theory

URP 6102 (Ref. No. 06396) Spring 2005
Fridays 09:05-11:50; 311 BEL Bruce Stiftel

CATALOG DESCRI PTI ON

Planning is viewed as the attenpt to apply the nethods and findings of the

sci ences to practical questions of public policy. Philosophy of science,
ethical theory and political philosophy are exanined for the inplications each
has for this view

GENERAL OUTLI NE

The maj or theories of professional intervention in policy design and anal ysis
will be critically reviewed fromthe perspective of epistenology. If planning
is the connection of know edge to action, then a planning theory must have
achi evabl e know edge requirenents. The course is nmeant to provide training
and background for students to begin to make scholarly contributions to the

pl anning theory literature, and to hel p uncover planning theoretic issues in
research and professional practice activities.

We will begin by review ng the najor epistenol ogi cal approaches: positivism
her meneutics and interpretive inquiry, and critical theory. Then we will

exami ne core constructs of policy and planning theory: rationality, and soci al
choice rules; and extend these in light of political and participatory
concerns. W continue to examine current critiques and directions in planning
theory including critical theory, post-nodernism civic engagenent,
storytelling and critical pragmatism At the conclusion of the senester, we
briefly exanine the literature on the evol ution of planning education

PREREQUI SI TES

Enrollment is limted to those who have conpl eted any of the foll ow ng:
URP5101 (Pl anni ng Theory and Practice); ECOB525 (Public Choice); SY0s505
(Soci al Organi zati on and Change); PAD6107 (Public Organizational Devel opnent);
or PUP5005 (Public Policy), PUP5007 (Models of Policy-nmaking), or the
equi val ent; or to those who have perm ssion of the instructor

READI NGS

There are seven required books that have been ordered at the Bill's Bookstore
(So. Copeland Street):

Thomas S. Kuhn. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. University of
Chi cago Press, 1970. |SBN. 0226458075.

M ckey Lauria, ed. Recontructing Urban Regi ne Theory: Regul ating Urban
Politics in a d obal Economnmy. Sage Publications, 1997. | SBN
0761901515.

Robert D. Putnamand Lewis M Feldstein. Better Together: Restoring the
Ameri can Comunity. Sinmon and Schuster, 2003. |SBN:. 0743233417

Pat sy Heal ey. Col | aborative Pl anni ng: Shaping Pl aces in Fragnented
Societies. University of British Colunbia Press, 1997. |SBN. 0774805986.

Jean Hillier. Shadows of Power: An Allegory of Prudence in Land-use



Pl anni ng. Rout| edge, 2002. |SBN. 0-415-25631-3.

Bar bara Eckstein and James A. Thrognorton, eds. Story and
Sustainability: Planning, Practice, and Possibility for Arerican Cities.
MT Press, 2003. |SBN:. 0-262-55043-1.

Niraj Verma. Simlarities, Connections, and Systens: The Search for a
New Rationality for Planning and Managenent. Lexi ngton Books, 1998.
| SBN: 0739100009.

A series of short required readings will be conpiled and nade avail abl e
t hrough the course Bl ackboard site at canpus.fsu. edu.

QUTLI NE
| NTRODUCTCRY 7 January
Organi zational and Introductory |ssues
EPI STEMOLOGY
Posi tivism XX + 21 January
Interpretive Inquiry 28 January
CORE CONSTRUCTS OF PLANNI NG THEORY
Rationality 4 February
Social Choice Rules: Efficiency & Equity yy February
Pluralist- and Regi ne-Theoretic Context 18 February
CONTEMPORARY CRI TI QUES AND DI RECTI ONS
Col | aborative Pl anni ng Theory 25 February
Beyond Post - noder ni sm 4 March
C vi ¢ Engagenent 18 March
Story-telling 25 March
Critical Pragmatism zz April
ENDI NGS
Student Project Presentations 8 + 15 April
Pol i cy and Pl anni ng Educati on 22 April
FI NAL EXAM 27 April (8a - 5p)
REQUI REMENTS

1. Readings: It is essential that everyone do all the readi ngs and take the
time to think about them before sem nar neetings. Articles and book excerpts

will generally require close study while full book assignnments will need to be
effectively read for conprehension in a nore efficient nanner.

2. dass Presentations: Each student will be expected to make a presentation
based upon suppl enentary readi ngs negotiated with the instructor. Readings

shoul d be summarized in no longer than thirty nminutes after which the
presenter is expected to respond to questions and to serve as a resource
person for class discussion. (15% of semester grade)

3. Witten Questions: Students not presenting should subnmit a short (1-2

page) witten list of their questions about the readings or issues suggested
by the readings by noon the day prior to each neeting. (Questions and class
partici pation together count for 15% of grade; please see the class attendance

pol i cy bel ow)

4. Literature Review Each student will conduct a search of literature on an

aspect of planning theory. The topic will be contracted between student and
instructor. The first step in the contract process is a proposal of no nore
than three pages length submtted by the student prior to 21 January. The



actual literature review w |l include a bibliography, a synthetic description
of entries, and an assessment of research needs and prospects in the chosen
aspect of the field. It will be due the week of 11 February. (20% of grade)

5. Research Proposal: Each student is to prepare a proposal for a research
proj ect suitable for subnmission to a funding agency. The proposal wll be
rooted in the assessment of research needs identified in the literature

review, and will include a project justification, conceptual franework,
met hodol ogy, work plan, and statenent of expected findings. The proposal, in
draft form will be the basis for a class presentation on 8 or 15 April. The

draft should be posted to our course Bl ackboard site by 5 April so your
classmates can read it. The final paper will be due before the class neeting
on 22 April. (Draft/Oral: 5% Final: 20% Total: 25%

5. Exam An exam nation will be scheduled during the final exam nation week on
Wednesday 27 April or at another tine agreed upon in class. [Those with
potential conflicts should rmake these known i mediately.] It is intended that
the tone and subject of the examw Il be sinilar to that of a Ph.D.
prelimnary exam nation in planning theory. The tinme allowed will be one ful
day. Answer papers should be typed. (25%

COVMUNI CATI ONS

My open office hours for the termare: 1300-1500 Mondays and 1000- 1200
Thursdays. Meetings during these hours are first come/first served. At other
times | am avail able by appointnent. M office phone nunber is 644-8522; ny
home phone is 656-1825. M e-nmil address is bruce.stiftel @su. edu

We have a course website in the Bl ackboard system at canpus.fsu.edu. |If you
have a canmpus e-nmil account and are properly registered for the course, you
wi Il have automatic access to this site. Your weekly questions should be
posted to our Bl ackboard site, as should the draft to your Research Proposal
Pl ease do you posting in Rich Text Format so that any word processor can open
it reliably; enbed graphics or other supporting naterials so that one file
contains each full assignnent.

GRADI NG PRACTI CES

Assignnents are graded in the usual A A, B+...F system In general, I
endeaver to use these standards:

"A": exemplary work including clear reasoning, sound methods, forceful
exposition and stimulating ideas in comparison with others at this stage
of career;

"B": allowing for growth in performance between now and graduation, the
work would be considered satisfactory scholarly work in a university or
"think tank" setting, given the time and resources allocated to it;

"C": even allowing for growth in performance between now and graduation,
the work would be considered less than satisfactory in a scholarly
setting;

"F": the work does not address the assignment, fails to meet ordinary
expectations for English-language exposition, or appears to have been
completed in a manner violating the university Honor Code or the AICP
Code of Ethics.

Any paper received by 5pmthe day after the announced due date will be
considered on tine. This little extension is ny way of avoiding having to
eval uate excuses related to | ost papers, conputer failures, etc., but it does



not rel ease you fromthe obligation to give materials for review to your
classmates in a tinely manner. Please take precautions to make multiple
copies of files related to your coursework: | have synpathy for |ost and
damaged files but can offer no gradi ng concessi ons beyond t he one-day grace
period. Submi ssions after that time are downgraded 1/4 |letter grade;

submi ssions nore than one week | ate are downgraded a full letter grade.
Subni ssi ons received after the graded assignnent has been returned to the
class will receive the grade of F.

Those with bona fide illness or serious fam |y problens shoul d make thensel ves
known and seek suitable arrangenments at the earliest possible date. Such
personal crises are the only acceptable justifications for the Inconplete

gr ade.

HONOR CONSI DERATI ONS

We are each bound by the FSU Academ c Honor System and by the expectations for
honesty and responsibility comensurate with our positions as scholars and
prof essionals. You should be famliar with both the FSU Academn ¢ Honor
System which is described in the FSU Bulletin, and the Al CP Code of Ethics,
nost recently published in Planning magazine in 1992. Note that you can be
expelled fromthis university for violations of the Honor System |f
expectations for collaboration anong students or for attribution of ideas or
material taken fromothers are not clear in any course-related matter, you
shoul d ask for clarification fromthe instructor

CLASS ATTENDANCE

Class attendance is required. Three or more unexcused absences will result in
an F grade in the class participation portion of the course. The following
and only the following absences are eligible to be excused Religious holidays,
as specified in FSU policy (see elsewhere in syllabus); absences due to
representing FSU at official functions, including intercollegiate debating or
varsity sports events; verified emergencies and/or illness. While one is not
penalized per se for excused absences, s/he is nevertheless responsible for
all content missed, including any assignments, knowledge, or skills covered or
assigned in the missed class(es).

STUDENTS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES

Students with disabilities needing academ ¢ accomvbdati on should (1) register
with and provide docunmentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and
(2) bring SDRC certification to the instructor indicating the nature of
accomodations required. This should be done within the first week of class
or as soon as possible after a new disability condition arises. Al effort
will be made to provide reasonabl e accombpdati on



